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by the colncidental arrival
and the Ministry of Trade

Counsellor to the Israel
Embassy, Mr Meir
Padan, speaking from
Pretoria. told the Herald
Times that Israel’s official
policy was 10 oppose
sanctions.

“Israel does not like the
concept of sanctions, we
do not belicve they are
useful, We do not want
sanctions and we don’t
want sanctions for any-
body else.”

However, he stressed
that the Isracli delega-
tion's visit had nothing to

i o with the sancticns issuc

in South Africa.

“For the last 10 years
there have been biennial
meetings of top people in
the economie field — keld
afternately in Israel and
South Africa - 1o review
economic relations bet-
ween the two countries
and to plan for the fu-
ture. This year's meeting
was overdue because of
the change of the Finan-
ce Minister in Israel
Now people are jumping
to conclusions that the
delegation  is  here
because of sanctions.

“If you want to do
business with anybody
you don't come to dis-
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TALK OF SAN

By Suzanne Bell
LEADING South African Jews have spoken out strongly against sa
last week of a top-level delegation from the Israel Ministry of Finance

*

and Industry.”

cuss sanctions.” Ob-
viously, though, the sub-
ject would be raised, he
said.

The delegation com-
prised Dr E Sharon,
director-general  of the
Ministry of Finance in Is-
rael, another delegate from
the Finance Ministry and
two frorm  Ministry  of
Trade and [ndustry.

“They are mmeeting with
their counterparts in South
Africa.” said Mr Padan,
who has also joined in the
talks together with the Is-
racli  Ambassador, Dr
David Arict and Mr
Danicl Golan, director of
the State of Tsrael Trade
Centre.

Mr Padan said that Is-
racl was looking to ex-
port more goods to the
Republic but #dded that
“the whole volume of
trade between Isreel and
Louth Africa has been
Hlown up out of all
proportion.”

In Johannesburg Mr
A E Abrabhamson, a for-
mer  Rhiodesian  Cahinet
Minister who oppesed
UD!I and the sanctions
that arose from it, said that
experience had shown that
“except for a few inter-
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mediarics, sanctions do
nobody any good.

“Buying expensive and
selling cheap can only ac-
celerate poverty and this is
what sanctions are all
abouw.. Furthermore the
emotive effects tend to hin-
der rather than encourage
the necessary process of
real and positive change.”

Mrs Helen Suzman,
MP (PFP) for Houghton,
said:

“'m against sanctions
and have gone on record
as saying so over many
years. But my opposition
to sanctions has a mirror
image — for in South Africa
I strongly opnose Govern
ment policy that leads w
sanctions.”” She said that
sanctions  were  “self-
defeating. wrecking  the
economy and do not assist
anybody irrespective of
race’.

The real economic 1nus-
¢le black people could ac-
grire through the trade un-

jions would have the
desired effect in a thriving
economy  although  this

would work only in the
tong term. 1 fully realise
the strong tide of resistan-
ce among young blacks
where demands are for
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netions - an attitude underlined

‘liberation now.””
Mr Harry Schwarz,

MP (PFP for Yeoville),
said he was opposed to
sanctions as they were
counter-productive.

“] pelieve that if we're
going to et change in
South Africa, we actually
need investment, we need
to have job creation.” It
was easy lo impose puni-
tive measures on South
Africa “'sitting a long way
away from here ' and not
having the responsibility
of what was to happen in
South Africa and
without taking into ac-
count the hardship that
would be caused and in-
dividuals who would be
affected.

“In my view il we are
going to look At the Soutk
Africa of the luture, we've
got to look at not merely
the abolition of apartheid -
which is the first prere-
quisite - but we've got to
look at what follows
apartheid.”

That, in Mr Schwarz’s
opinion. was the most im-
portant issue at this time,
“Are we going to have a
democratic  society in
Sonth Africa which will be
part of the free world or
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will we have a society in
which there will not be
human rights - and which,
in fact, will align itself with
the East:m bloc?

“If we are going to have
greater unemployment, if
we are going o have more
unrest, the chances of a
negotiated settlement wili
be less and in a
revolutionary situstion the

chances of a truly free

democratic socicty emerg-
ing are retuced.”

Professor Michael
Katz, chairman of the
South  African  Jewish

Board of Deputies, was
also of the opinion tht the
imposition  of  sanctions
grealy  undermined  the
achievement of a peaceful
solution to South Afiica’s
problems.

*The economic austeri-
ty which must naturally
follow sanctions results in
5 diminishesd cconoraic pie
and more people will com-
pete for the reduced pie,
This must inevitably result
in friction which impairs
the attainment of a peace-
fui so'ution to the pro-
blems which face us.”

Mr Issy Pinshaw, NP
member of the Fresident's
Council, told The Heruld
Times that  cconomic
sanctions were inevitable
but would not cripple
South Africa’s cconomy
because of its size, diversi-
ty and sophistication.
South Africa was already
among the top 20 trading
nations of the world.

“South Africa sihoukd
recognise the inevitability
of sanctions and accept
that they could lead to
significant econoniic dam-

» and have a deicterious
effect on our already unac-
ceplably high uncmploy-

ment situation. Total trade
sanctions agaist us could
put hundreds of thousands
of South Africans out of
work, with adverse socio-

" economic and political !

consequences.”

My« Pinshaw said that
“whilst not minimising
their  effect, sanctions
would present us with:
new challenges and op-
portunities in containing
and “cleating them,
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